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ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING

Saturday, January 9, 2016
11:00AM – 12:30PM

Agenda

1. William Schweiker called the meeting to order.
a. Judith Merkle appointed as secretary pro-tem.  
b. Regina Wolfe appointed Parliamentarian. 
c. Minutes of the Saturday, January 10, 2015 business meeting was approved.
2. Lois Malcolm, chair of the Nominating Committee reported the slate for election: 

Vice President: Simeon Ilesanmi, Diane Yeager

President Elect: Victor Anderson, David Gushee

Board: Theo Boer, MT Davila, Kevin Jung, Bryan Massingale, Gerald McKenny, Christiana Peppard

She also reminded members that they must vote for 3 of the Board candidates or the ballot would not be counted Board choices. This was discussed and it was determined that at this time there would be a return to the original policy in the by-laws that members could vote for one board member but not more than three. There were no nominations from the floor. Ballots were collected. 
3. Commemoration of Deceased Members: 

James Wiley Fowler III, died 10-16-15 – Elizabeth Bounds
James B. Nelson, died 10-15-15 – Sharon Tan
Michelle Tooley, died 5-26-15 – Rick Axtel 
Yiu Sing Luke Chan SJ, died 5-19-15 – James Keenan SJ

Samuel K. Roberts, died 2-24-15 – Darryl Trimiew
4. William Schweiker gave the President’s Report:
a. The Society welcomed 17 new full members, 32 new student members, and congratulated 28 who transferred status from student to full and 5 transferring to life membership having been a member for a minimum of 25 years and now retired.

b. We thanked two sponsors this year: Emmanuel College for the “Got Ethics” preconference and Wabash Center for the Junior Faculty caucus.
c. The report from Thursday Board meeting included information about the following:

i. Re-structuring – Stacey now as Chief Director of Strategic Planning

ii. Presidential cabinet:
iii. Re-evaluation of job descriptions:
iv. Co-editors Search: This search is headed by Darlene Weaver.
v. Manual development: This will assist new officers and staff for the Society.
vi. Archives: We are in the process of collecting archives from diverse locations.
vii. Strategic or Long Range Planning:
viii. Solidarity Statement –There was a discussion of the statement of Collegiality and Solidarity between the SCE and the Society for the Study of Muslim Ethics, and its distribution. An amendment was suggested to add “and Muslims across the globe” to the end of the statement. Vote in favor of the amendment was 123, there were 87 opposed. It passed with a simple majority. Another amendment was suggested to change across the globe in the first sentence to across North America. Vote in favor of the amendment, 77; vote opposed 91, abstain 23. It did not pass. The vote to ratify the amended statement: for 130, against ratification 50; abstain 22. The statement was ratified.   
Collegiality and Solidarity: The Society of Christian Ethics and the 
Society for the Study of Muslim Ethics
 A disturbing wave of hostility and hatred aimed at Muslims continues to sweep across the globe. The Society of Christian Ethics repudiates this hostility directed at Muslims, including anti-Muslim hate crimes, mosque closures, and proposed registration programs.  The Society recognizes and respects the gifts and perspectives that diverse traditions bring to the academy.  As a partner of the Society for the Study of Muslim Ethics, we will continue to foster relationships of collegiality and solidarity with our Muslim colleagues in the academy and Muslims across the globe. 

5. Cristie Traina, Vice President, reported that the theme for the 2017 meeting in New Orleans will be “Structural evil, individual harm, personal responsibility.”  She indicated the new appointments and standing committees – listed in program book, page 6. 
6. Patrick Flanagan Treasurer, reported. He noted that annual meeting costs continue to rise. To offset this rise, the registration cost for the annual meeting for the next five years will be $195.00. Secondly there will be a drawdown of 5% of investment portfolio to meet the above expenses. Thirdly there will be a consideration of changing some bond funds to other funds to offset these expenses with the approval of the board.   
7. Stacey Floyd-Thomas,  Executive Director, reported
a. Membership and Meeting Statistics
b. 2017 – Marriott New Orleans; 2018 – Portland; 2019 – Marriott Louisville; 2020 – Renaissance Downtown Washington DC; 2021 – Palmer House Hilton Chicago
c. Stacey thanked the society for the opportunity to serve in this capacity for the last five years. The society also thanked Stacey with a standing ovation and a plaque recognizing her service. 
8. There were no complaints to the Professional Conduct Committee which consists of Sondra Wheeler, Chair; Members: Mark Douglas, Shawnee Daniels-Sykes, Elizabeth Sweeny Block, Darryl Trimiew, Darryl Stephens.
9. Mark Allman and Tobias Winright Report from the Journal of the Society of Christian Ethics – Board members of the editorial board were recognized for their service. It was announced that the acceptance rate for the Journal is 13%. Members were encouraged to have their students use the ATLA websites in retrieving articles for download. Financially this supports the Journal. 
10. Greetings were extended from David Clough, President of Society for the Study of Christian Ethics (SSCE) and Hille Haker, President of Societas Ethica (SE). Information regarding the SSCE meeting in Cambridge in September was offered. The theme is Humans and Other Animals. SE annual meeting will be held in Germany in August. The theme is Ethics and Law.
11. New Business. 
a. It was voted to disseminate through the media, the Statement on Collegiality and Solidarity between the SCE and the SSME ratified earlier.
b. There was a recommendation that the Board devise a way to provide the membership advance notice of proposals before the annual meeting. 

12. Bill thanked those who have completed their terms of service 

a. Cathy Kaveny – Presidential term

b. Class of 2016 Board members: Lois Malcolm, Cynthia Moe-Lobeda, Emily Reimer-Barry

He thanked Linda Schreiber, and all who helped to prepare this annual meeting. 

He thanked all who agreed to be on the ballot.

The following were elected to office: 
Vice President:  Diane Yeager

President Elect: David Gushee

Board: MT Davila, Bryan Massingale, Christiana Peppard

13. Cristina Traina thanked Bill Schweiker for his service. Adjournment at 1:00. 
